Technology for
Trial Attorneys
During the Advent
of Hybrid and
Virtual Trials
By Victor A. Afanador
Lawyers litigate cases for an extensive period of time prior to entering a courtroom to present their evidence before an in-person judge and jury. The current
COVID world has taught us that not everything can be in person and trial attorneys
must now focus on ways to use technology to succeed in their presentations. Most
courthouses, like the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey, highlight their capability to support courtroom technology.1 Gone are the days, however,
of using a lowly ELMO document projector that was introduced in 1988 to publish
materials to the jury.2 Technology and this pandemic have transformed our workplaces and forced the most conservative of industries to adapt in order to continue
business. 3
As a result of the pandemic and the Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act, previously underused video-conversation platforms such as Zoom, FaceVICTOR A. AFANADOR is a member of
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Time, Skype, WebEx, and Microsoft Teams have now become office mainstays in our
legal industry, 4 and they have essentially replaced all in-person meetings and legal
proceedings.5 Standing orders have been issued to outline the parameters of how
proceedings can be conducted in these formats.6 The COVID-19 Pandemic has created a challenge in our industry with how to operate jury trials. We are now forced
to confront our fears and adopt the technology to adapt the way we present our
cases before a jury.
Many of our Superior Court of New Jersey Vicinages have commenced training
on virtual trials as evidenced by several Continuing Legal Education classes being
offered within the last year to prepare trial practitioners for the commencement of
virtual jury trials. The training was a foreshadowing of things to come. On January
7, 2021, in a notice to the New Jersey State Bar Association, our Chief Justice of the
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